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Greens candidates set for war in NSW upper house preselection
Abigail Boyd is competing for a NSW upper house seat.
Picture: Peter Clark

The Greens are set for a proxy war between NSW senator Lee Rhiannon’s hard-left faction and centrist followers of
Greens leader Richard Di Natale following a court decision allowing his former chief of staff Cate Faehrmann to run
for preselection.

The competing camps are marshalling forces for a bitter campaign towards a preselection ballot of members later
this month for a NSW upper house seat that will pit Ms Faehrmann against Senator Rhiannon supporter  Abigail
Boyd.

A Greens source said the ballot would represent a gladiatorial contest in an ongoing “cultural war” for the soul of the
party.

The source, from the Rhiannon camp, said Ms Faehrmann was deeply disliked on ideology and for her style of
management as Senator Di Natale’s chief of staff. She was known as the “Peta Credlin of the Greens”.

A source from the Faehrmann camp claimed Ms Boyd, a mother of two who lives on the NSW  central coast and
describes herself as a “specialist in global financial regulation”, was really “a banker pretending to be a Bolshevik”
in a bid to siphon off hard-left pre selection votes.

The NSW party organisation had tried to block Ms Faehrmann from being allowed to nominate, citing a provision
under 2002 rules that required new members to serve out a three-month “provisional” period.

Ms Faehrmann, who left Senator Di Natale’s office last month, is vying to take the future casual  vacancy in the
Legislative Council created by the preselection of Mehreen Faruqi to run for a winnable Senate seat at the next
federal election.

Despite being a member of NSW parliament from 2010 to 2013, it was argued Ms Faehrmann was a member of the
Victorian Greens and could not transfer her membership to NSW without the three-month period as a “provisional”
member that rendered her ineligible for preselection, since nominations close next Monday.

But Ms Faehrmann’s lawyers said the 2018 constitution was what counted, and the provisional period did not apply.

Judge Julie Ward in the NSW Supreme Court said on a “proper construction” of the party rules Ms Faehrmann’s
membership would not stop her from standing.

“Ms Faehrmann’s membership on her transfer to the Greens NSW from the Australian Greens Victoria was not
subject to any probationary period and is not ‘provisional’,” Justice Ward wrote.

A source said the NSW party was stunned that the three-month rule, which was designed to stop branch stacking
from interstate and also allow time to properly vet candidates, had been found by the court to not apply.

While other candidates for the preselection contest are expected to emerge before nominations close, sources said it
would boil down to a fight between Ms Faehrmann and Ms Boyd, neither of whom would comment, citing party
rules prohibiting it.

Greens NSW convener Debbie Gibson said the party had  obtained legal advice saying the “long-standing practice”
of giving provisional status to interstate transfers applied, but accepted the decision of the court.

In a statement, Ms Faehrmann described the court decision as a “win for grassroots democracy”.

“I took this action to challenge decisions and interpretations of the office bearers of the NSW Greens,” she wrote on
Facebook.
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